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REVELATIONS XIV. 13. 


And I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 

' Write, Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth : Yea, ſaith ihe Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their Labours, and their Works 
| follow them, 


gcc Mournful providence hath deters 
ONS mined my choice of this paſſage: 
x | A | > A providence in which I my ſelf 
SN am chiefly concerned. God moſt 
ö wiſe, and Te 
to remove an affectionate, and ten- L 
der Mother by death | * 7 


Tur gloomy tidings were reckived the be, 


righteous, hath ſeen meet 


paſt. I feel the ſtroke Nature recoils, but reli- 4 


gion teacheth to ſay, ALL 1s WI II. And in ſuch © 

a caſe, who can help feeling, ſeeing the connection 

was near, and mutually binding? —Yet, O my 

ſoul, diſmiſs every murmuring thought, and adore 

the hand that riſes | ＋. 4 
HE 


— . 
s o s 
= 
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formed in -them, A reflection on ſuch repeated 
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Tux deceaſed ever ated a tender, a 

and an indulgent part. While properly thought» 
ful of the body, and its concerns, ſhe manifeſted 
a prevailing ſolicitude for the immortal ſoul : 
Making it evident to all that were about her, that 
ſhe travailed in birth again, till Chrift ſhould be 


acts of kindneſs, tends to make the wound the 


deeper, and to increale the ſenſe of loſs in him, 
who feels that he has the affection of a Son, 


Hap I been on the ſpot, it would have been 
expected, that I ſhould make ſome improvement 
of the diſpenſation. Merhinks it is no leis proper, 
tho” ſo far removed from the place of her death. 
The parent is no leſs a parent, for being above a 
thouſand miles diſtant, neither is the ſtroke the 
more tolerable ; rather this circumſtance is an 
aggravation, We all eſteem it a felicity to be 
near to them we love; and are ready paſſionately 
to wiſh, when any ſuch die at a diftance from us, 
that we might have ſeen the laſt of them; and 
have been among the number of their friends, 
who took part in their affliction, and contributed 
all that was in their power, to make rheic_death- 
bed eaſy. Had inclination made the diſpoſal, this 
circumſtance would have been prevented: But 
the Lord fixes the b>unds of our habitation, We 
are not left to chooſe for ourſelves, and it is well 
we are not; ſeeing we ſhould fallow our own 
way, till it would eicher prove our ruin, or out 
very great diſadvantage. We have a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of this in che conduct of Jonah, that diſo- 

. bedient 
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bedient prophet. In obeying the dictates of his 
own mind, he ran from God; and was ſoon bro't 
to this ſad dilemma, either that the mariners with 
him muſt ſuffer ſhipwreck, or he be caſt into the 
ſea, An inſtance this, that may lead us togeflect 
on our happineſs, in being diſpoſed of by-an all- 
wiſe God ; and at the ſame time, to juſtify his 


dealings with us, even when exerciſed with heavy 
trials. 


ConriDentT that you, an affectionate people, 
amongſt whom I eſteem myſelf happy, will 
bear with me on the preſent occaſion ; and give 
me a ſhare in your prayers and ſympathy, I ſhall 


go on to improve this righteous providence of 
God, 


Tux paſlage I have read to you, will naturally 
lead us to a variety of ſuitable reflections; ſuch as 
are calculated to give ſupport and comfort, under 
the death of thoſe relatives, who, we have reaſon 
to believe, have ſlept in Jeſus. Therefore I ſhall 
not be called to preach altogether to myſelf ; in- 
aſmuch as what may be ſuggeſted from the text, 
will be no leſs ſuitable to you, who have lately loſt 
near and pious relations : Yea, may be received, 
and treaſured up againſt the time to come. Af- 
flictions await us, and we know not how ſoon God 


may make a breach in our families, or among the 
number of our bofom-friends, | 


© SainT John having ſpoken of the riſe, power, 
and cruelty of Antichriſt, in che preceding Chap. 
5 proceeds 
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proceeds to foretel his deſtruction; and the pu⸗ 
| niſhment that would be inflicted on all ſuch as 
ſhould worſhip the beaſt, and his image, and re- 
ceive his mark in their forehead and in their hand. 
But with reſpect to thoſe, that ſhould endure the 
great fight of affliction, and maintain their integ- 
| rity, in the midſt of temptation and bloody perſe- 
| cution, he highly commends their conduct, and 
| pronounces them bleſſed in death. Ver. 12, 13. 
Here is the patience of the ſaints : Here are they that 
| keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus. 
g. d. In theſe diſtreſſing times of antichtiſtian 
cruelty, their patience having been ſeverely tried; 
did ſhine conſpicuouſly : They choſe rather to 
part wich their lives, than to deny their maſter, 
And the text ſeems to be introduced with a de- 
ſign, to encourage ſuch patience in tribulation, by 
ſerting before the ſaints a proſpect of enjoying 
immortal bleſſedneſs, as ſoon as they ſhould finiſh 
their courſe : And I heard a voice from heaven, ſay- 
ing unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead that die in 
theLord, from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that 
[bey may reſt from their labours, and their works 
| follow them. Let us attend to the Tollowing 
particulars, 


I, Ax enquiry into the import of the phraſe, 
dying in the Lord, „ 


II. A conſideration of the bleſſedneſs of ſuch ; 
Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from. 
their labours, and their works follow them. 


FirsT; 
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FizsT. We are to enquire into the import of 
the phraſe, dying in the Lord: Which is an enquiry 
of importance, ſeeing the bleſſedneſs here predi- 
rated is confined to ſuch, g 


1. Sou die, in the comforts of the Lord; be- 
ng favoured with the moſt lively manifeſtations of 
he love of God, and clear, and ſoul- reviving diſ- 
overies of that glory to be revealed. Many be- 
lievers have had ſuch realizing views of heaven, 
ind it's ineffable felicities, by faith through the 
edium of eternal truth; and the Spirit of God 
o ſenſibly witneſſing with their ſpirits, their adop- 
ion, that they have been anxious to be gone. 
Death, and all it's terrors have been ſwallowed up, 
n the divine proſpect of the all-ſurpaſſing glory. 
And from hence they have, upon the verge of 
ternity, cried out like the mother cf +i/era in a- 
other caſe, My is his chariot ſo long in coming? 
by tarry the wheels of bis chariots ? We have had 
umerous inſtances of theſe triumphant deaths; 
rhich adorn religion, and confirm the hope of 
ch of the children of God, who have ſtill to 
bmit to the like event. With what pleaſure 
d tranquility, have ſome waited for their diſſo- 
tion, under the growing infirmities of body ; 
nd have often ſpoke of the period when they 
ould be diſſolved, with an evident ſatisfaction ? 
have never read the letter of which the following 
an extract, written by the devout Mrs. Rowe, 
the Rev. Dr. Watts, without delight. After 
ae had requeſted that he would look over, and 
repare Certain of her papers for the preſs, ſhe 
1 5 
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adds, © I have now done with mortal things, and \ 


How tranſporting is the ſound ? As long as God ; 


„tion cannot limit, ſhall be ſatisfied for ever. 


the celeſtial heights ; and while you are reading 


that ingenious, pious chriſtian, in the gloriou 


| 2 pre fixed to Mrs. Rowe s deyout exerciſes of the heart 


c all to come is vaſt Eternity Eternity 


« exiſts, my being, and my happinefs is fecure, 
66 Theſe unbounded deſires which the wide crea- 


*« ſhall drink at the fountain-head of pleaſure, and 
be refreſhed with the emanations of original life 
% and joy. I ſhall hear the voice of uncreated$ 
«« harmony, ſpeaking peace, and ineffable conſole 
tion to my ſoul. 


Tun ovon the blood of tke Lamb, I hope fa 
* an entire victory over the laſt enemy; and tha 
«before this comes to you, I ſhall have reacheC 


„ theſe lines, I ſhall be adoring before the throne 
* of God, where faith ſhall be turned into viſion 
*« and theſe languiſhing defires ſatisfied with the 
« fyll fruition of immortal love.” * Thus livel 


proſpect of immortality, 


AND how full of divitie conſolation was the et 
cellent Mr. Hervey. On the day of his death 
among many other things that he ſaid, which ar 
worthy of being tranſcribed, and repeated, h 
mentioned 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. All things are your! 
10 and death, for ye are Chriſt's: And went oni 
te following language, Here, is the treaſur 
« of a chriſtian. Death is reckoned among ti 
be inventory; and a noble treaſure it is. Hof 
N 5 2 thankf 
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» thankful am I for death, as it is the paſſage, thro 
which I paſs to the Lord and Giver of eternal 
. jife ; and as it frees me from all this miſery you 
now ſee me endure, and which I am willing to 
. endure, as long as God thinks fit; for I know, 
Ale will by and by, in his own good time, dis. 
08 miſs me from the body. Theſe light afflictions 
are but for a moment, and then comes an eter- 
ech nal weight of glory. O! welcome, welcome 
a death !—Thou mayſt well be reckoned among 
© the treaſures of the chriſtian, To live is Chriſt, 
but co die is gain.” * Thus died that man of 
50d, whoſe praiſe is in the ehyrches —Beſides 
a, hom, we have had a cloud of witneſſes. And 
f hoſoever underſtands Heb. 11. 1. Now faith 15 
n ze /ubftance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
"ES i175 not ſeen ;, I ſay, whoſoever experimentally 
o0nderſtands this incomparable difinition of faith, 
the nay at once account for the chriſtian's criumpl 
dver the laſt enemy, 


— 


Bur it is neceſſary to obſerve, that all the chil- 
ren of God do not die in the comforts of tle 
Holy Ghoſt, We have ſeen ſome very affeting 
al * of the exemplary chriſtian, his having the 
evereſt conflict, in his laſt illneſs and death. I 
aye read of an eminent Divine, who had lived 
u hirty odd years in the aſſurance of faith; and not- 
0 richſtanding he died in the dark. And let it be 
ſu cmembred, that there are many things at ſuc!: 
thi imes, that tend to fill the mind with gloomineſs. 
Jo rae diſcaſes of bady, of which the chriſtian com- 
B 2 .Platas, 18 
F Hervey" e life. | 
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plains, often ſo affect the mind, as to hinder tha 
wonted exerti and exerciſe of its faculties 
Theſe two being ſo nearly connected, that in com- 
mon their diſtreſſes are reciprocal, | 


Bzs10zs which, we cannot be inſenſible that i it 
is the devil's laſt onſet : And the ſhorter his ſea- 
ſon of tempting is, the more violent are his efforts, 
The devil is come down to you, ſaid St. John to the 
church, in great wrath, becauſe be knoweth, be hath 8 

But a ſhort time. * He cannot deſtroy, but he will 
as much as poſſible perplex the children of God, 
Add to which, that the believer's comfortable liv- 
ing ; and ſurely his comfortable dying, depends 

upon the communication of divine Jove, and the 
vigorous exerciſe of faith. Now God may, yea 
he ſometimes does, for wiſe reaſons, ſuſpend his 
gracious influences from his own children, even 
when on a death-bed. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, when he hung upon the croſs cried, My 
God, my God, why baſt thou forſaken me ? It be- 
comes us to be ſilent, when the reaſons of the 
divine conduct are hid from us. But, alas, how] 
apt are we at ſuch times to ſay, © Why is it 
thus ?“ Methinks this inſtance of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, his being forſaken on the croſs, ſhould 
lead us to a mute gehaviogy under ſuch a diſ- 
penſation. | 


Tae preceding remarks may correct one miſ- 
take, which ſeems to be generally fallen into, viz, 
| Chriſtians, 


D Rev, 12, 12; 
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hriſtians, their almoſt taking it for granted, that 
a behever who has been eminent in life, will be no 
eſs, yea more ſo in death. Whereas we find that 
There is a variety of circumſtances, either from 
he diſeaſes of the body, the fiery darts of the 
vicked, or the ſuſpenſion of divine influence, that 
ay fill the mind with darkneſs; and cauſe a once 
Whining chriſtian, to ſet in a cloud.” But this ſhould 

ot ſuggeſt any ſuſpicion of the ſafety of his ſtate, 
Wecing it has been the lot of many of the people 

f God, who 1n life, and during a courſe of years, 
ad given their intimate friends, the moſt ſatisfy< 
& evidences of their acquaintance with true reli- 
ion, Beſides, was not Chriſt himſelf forſaken in 
is laſt minutes ? Who would offer from hence to 
fer, that he was not the darling of the Father ? 
he bleſſedneſs therefore that is ſpoken of in 
e text, is not limited to ſuch, as are ſo happy as 
d dic in the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, But, 


IT. Tuxy are blefſed who die in the Lord, 
e. in his favour. Who have their fins 
ardoned through the precious blood of Jeſus, and 
eir ſouls juſtified by his everlaſting righteouſneſs. 
ho are united to him by ties that are indiflolva- 
e: Inſomuch that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
ls, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
r things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any o- 
er creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate them frem the 
ve of God which is Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. And 
is is the caſe with all that are called according 
his purpoſe. They all die in faith, and in the 

| ; divine 


2 Rom. 8. 38, 32. 
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_ comfortably, And the one may be, where the e 


And St. Paul jn ſeveral places, has fatisfied u 


divine favour ; though they may not be abll 
to ſay, who loved me, and gave ' himſelf for my 
To be in the favour of God, is abſolutely neceſſar, 
to our dying ſafely ; and a perſuaſion that we ati 
perſonally in his favour, is neceflary to our dying 


ther is not. The bleſſedneſs therefore, is annexed 
to thoſe perſons, who die in union to Jeſus, an 
intereſted in the favour of God; though it may be 
their great affliction, to ſtruggle hard with death 
under the hidings of their father's face. I noi 
proceed to the 


SECOND head. Under which we are to cos 
ider the bleſſedneſs of departed ſaints : Yea, /aill 
te Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, ail 
their works follow theme. 


I. NoTe by what authority St. John publiſhes 
this glorious ſentence ; Yea, ſaith the Spirit, ih 
Holy Ghoſt, by whom holy nien of God at ſundr 
times were moved to ſpeak : Who inſpired th 
Whole of the living oracles, 


2. We obſerve, that the dead in Chriſt ar 
bleſſed from the moment of their departure out d 
this world. This ſeems plain from ſeveral (cri 
tures : Solomon aſſures us, that at death the ay 
relurns to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit returi 
to God who gave it. Our Lord ſaid to the pen 
tent thief, To-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paraidij 


wht 


ad Eccleſ, I2, 77 
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To it views he had of this matter: For we know 
hat if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were dif* 
olved, we have a building of God, an houſe not made 

ith hands, etefnal in the heavens, * He ſpeaks 

ich confidence, it being no matter of conjecture, 

br uncertainty ; but what he, with the reſt of the 
liſciples were perſuaded of, viz. That when the 
dody ſhould die, the foul ſhould immediately enter 

nto the joy of the Lord, And in his epiftle to 
he Philippians, he declares that he was in a ſtrait 
etwixt two, having a defire to depart; and 10 be 
vith Chriſt ; which is far better. F If the Apoſtle 

gad not known, that upon the diffotation of che 
dody, he ſhould be preſent with the Lord, why 
as he anxious to depart ? Death in itſelf is mock- 

Nature ſhrinks at the proſpect of it. St. 

20 as a man, loved his life and enjoyments too 

ell to wiſh to die, barely for the ſake of being 
ead, And as a believer in Jeſus, he loved. his 
rivileges, eſpecially that communion he had with 

God in Chrift, too well to be deſirous of depart- 

g, without an affurance that he ſhould inſtantly 

als to glory, where his joy ſhould be full. Or 

s It is here expreſſed, reſt from his labours, and 
is works follow bim. This is the bleſſedneſs, 

at takes place, as ſoon as the earthly houſe of 

is tabernacle is diſſolved. In the world believers 
all have tribulation but at death, 


1. Tazy reſt from all thoſe diſtreſſes, that re- 
lt from the afflictions and death of friends and 
latives. Beſides that natural ſympathy, Which 


. — mankind 
2 2-Car, 5. I. + Philip. I. 23. 


U' | 


8 r Dunerar- 4 
mankind are © generally paſſeſſed of, by which they 
are inclined to pity the afflicted, ad as it were tf 
bear a part of their burdens ; real believers ar 
juſtly ſuppoſed, in conſequence of a true acquain{ 
tance with the religion of Jeſus, to poſſes, if! 
may uſe the expteſſion, a more delicate fenfibility ; 
Inaſmuch as his doctrines, and example mutually 
tend to promote it. This divine temper nevet 
ſhone in any one, as it did in the adorable Son off 
God; and it is expected of all his followers, tha 
the ſame mind, the ſame tempers ſhould be ia 

them, which were alſo in him. Now in whomſol 
ever this temper prevails, it will intereſt him in 
the proſperity, or adverſity of others. He will 
mourn with thoſe who mourn, and rejoice with 
_ thoſe who do rejoice. He finds himſelf ſenſibly 
afflicted, when his brethren ſuffer ; and as ſenſibſjf 4 


relieved, when they obtain deliverance, 


U 


Bur beſides this more general ſympathy, hay: 
ing formed a variety of agreable connections in 
domeſtic life, he becomes {till more attentive tl 
their intereſts ; and conſequently is ſo much mor 
affected with their calamities. e. g. Does Gi 
lay his hand upon the wife of your boſom ? og 
the provident and tender huſband ? Who canj 
deſcribe rhe diſtreſſing anxiety of mind on ſuch 
occaſions ? What fears invade the perſon, lell 
cruel death ſhould diſſolve the happy ties, break 
the pleaſing connection, and thus deprive you d 
the partner of your life; leaving you to bemoal 
your eſtate of widowhood ; z after having ſpen 
many years together | in that near relation? 


4 
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Ox are the indulgent parents, who have reared 
ou thro' the ſeveral ſtages of life, from infancy to 
hildhood, and from childhood to youth, at vaſt 
We x p-nce ; who have always dealt with you in the 
alt tender and compaſſionate manner; I ſay, 
Pre they afflicted? You feel for them, and be- 
-ome partakers of their affliction. Are they taken 
ff by death? You (2h in ſecret, weep abundant- 
y, and are ready h hat it gad been the will 
f God, to have continued them longer. 


Dos the Lord ſingle out one of your tender 
ff pring, and load him with pairful ſickneis ? 
No one can tell the feelings of a pareni's hcart, on 
Moch occaſions, but he who is bitniclf a parent. 
low gladly would he bear a part of the affliction, 
aas it poſſidle ? He walks the room, warching 
very breath, and every pulſe, while his fears ſug- 
peſt the moſt dangerous ſymp.oms. His anxious 
in vind continually tremoles, leſt death ſhould cut 
on the flower. And if the event ſhould be ac- 
Wording to his apprehenſions, we hear him, in 
001 guage like that of David, bewailing the ſad 
Waraitro phe—O my /on Abſalom. my ſon, my ſon 1b 
calm: Huld (rod I had died for bee, O 4bſalom, 
/n, my ſon. Tus we ſee, that the very con- 
leihectioas, Which make up a great part of what we 
calWall happineſs in this life, often prove like ſo many 
|  ofMhorns in our ſides. From diſtreſles of this na- 
oanWure, all are delivered at death. 


C 2. THEY 


= 2 Sam. 18. 33. 
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2. Tue reſt from all pains and ſick ne ſes, 
The human body is expoſed to a great variety offi 
diſeaſes, many of which are attended with the moi 
excruciating pains, With theſe ſome of the ſain 
have been long exerciſed ; while others havgf 
been ſuddenly tranſmitted from earth to heaven 
How glorious is ſuch tranſition ! One minute buſy 
in the affairs of the world; and it may be ſtrug4 
gling with poverty, with diſtreſs, &c. the next 
minute in the preſence of God, and of the Lamb 
But God is a Sovereign: He appoints a ſuddenif 
death, and an ealy paſſage to ſome ; bur lingering 
painful ſickneſs, to others of his own childrenf 
We have ſeen ſome centinue months, under 
complication of diſeaſes, and afflicted with thg 
acuteſt pains, till finally, nature being worn out 
ſubmits without a groan to the ſtroke of death 
and thus obtains an eternal deliverance from ag 
ſuch diſtreſſes. Who would be ſo cruel as to hau 
them back again, even if they might have it for 
wiſh ? Secing they have endured the conflid 
and finiſhed their courſe, and are now admitted t 
the fruition of eternal life. 


. By this event, the ſaints are freed from al 
folicitude, about the fickle things of time. Thek 
they had been anxious to obtain, and were eithe 
diſappointed in the purſuit, or enjoyment The 
either never acquired what they had ſtudiouſ 
fought after ; or having acquired it, became co 
vinced, that they were as far from their fancic 
happineſs as ever.“ : 
| Taz * 
*I claſp'd the Phantoms, and I found them Air. 

Night Thoughts. 
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Tusk ſorrows of the world, are now at an 
nd. The body lies at reſt in the land of darkneſs, 
x darkneſs itſelf, and the ſoul exults in the bea- 
tific viſion. The body waits the ſummons of the 
aſt day, when the trump ſhall ſound, and the 
ead in Chriſt riſe firſt. Such ceaſe to ſay, What 
ball we eat, and what ſhall we arink, and where- 
pit bal ſhall we be clothed ? Being amply, yea eter- 
zally provided for in an infinitely better ſtate, 


4. Tae ſaints reſt from all perſecutions for the 
ke of Chriſt, and his divine religion; from all 
Wnkindneſs from thoſe, of whom they expected 
Wetter treatment; and Have done for ever with all 
liputing about religious ſentiments , and have ar- 
ved in that world, the glorious inhabitants of 
rhich, ſee eye to eye, and with perfect harmony 
nite to mangnify the exceeding riches of grace. 


5. DEPARTED ſaints have obtained that deli- 
Werance, they had long deſired, from all fin, Sia 
ow has no more being in, or power over them. 
Pfcen did they on this account groan, being bur- 
enced ; and in the patketic language of St Paul 
y, O wretched man that I am, who ball deliver 
om the body of this degth ? That cur.cd thing 
entirely done away; and they have no more ta 
0in a way of oppoſition to it. The combat ceaſ- 
h for ever, and they are enabled to ſay, 7 banks 
to Cd who hath given us the victory! It was a 
oulh ry conflict, and colt the ſaints many a ſorrowful 
colWur. Often did they complain, when we would 
nc goed, evil is preſent with us. Many times did 
| cy enter their cloſets to weep over their indwell- 
Ars! © 2 ing 
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ing corruptions, to bewail their want of confort 
mity to the divine character, and to wreſtle with 
God for greater ſpirituality; But now 7h 
warfare is accompliſied, and they have received if 
the Lord's band, aoub!le for all their fins. Oh happylfi 
conqueſt ! blcfled deliverance ! What, ſin no 
more ! Never be interrupted more by that mon: 
ſter, which hath made all the days of their pilgti 
mage lorrowful ! Bleſſed be God, he hath ſo or 

dered it, that the promiſed reſt mall come | 


+3 


f 


6. Tuer now bid defiance to the powers off 
darkneſs : Saran can temg them no more. Tua 
he cannot deſtroy, he wi make the journey of 
God's people as thorny and diſtreſſing as poſſible 
He walk-th about as a roring lion, ſeeking 40hom bi 
4: may det our; and his temptations are compared ih 
1 Fery darts: With what propriety every believer 
. knows, lecing he is not Ignorant of his devices 
1'\ But having paſſed through death, he has arrived 
i where the wicked one the devil ceaſeth fron 
| froubling, and the weary are at reſt, — 2 N 


1 


r ſaints reſt 3 all unbelief, from 
ail all fears of death; and from all doubts about theith 
I intereſt in Chriſt. - Theſe things, while they were 
| in the body, wete a conſtant ſource of diſcouraget 
4:4 ment. They were often led, through the weak 
1 neſs of faith, to ſtagger at the promiſes, to 'dreadf 

the laſt enemy, and to fear that after all they 
ſhould be deccived : Ever ready to write the molt 
bitter things againſt themſelves. It is not uncom- 
mon as _ that i Tear the Lord, 1 to walk in ek 
ti ow 's * my 
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neſs, being deprived of the light of his countes 
ance ; which is the greateſt trial they can meet 
Nich in the world. And having loſt ſight for a 
Wrime of Jeſus, his moſt glorious character, his per- 
Wſonal worth and beauty, through the prevalence 
f vnbelicf,and their indwelling corruptions; they 
lament in the bitter language of Job, Behold I go 
vrward, but be is not there ;, and backward, but 1 
annot perceive bim: On the left hand where be doth 
ort, but I cannot bebold bim: He bidetb himſelf on 
be right hand, that I (Fnnot ſee bim. At ſuch 


ofimes nothing can ſatisfy a real believer, but re- 
no e wed diſcoveries of a glorious Chriſt ; who is to 
im altogether lovely, and the chicfeſt among ten 
de houſand; Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly, is his 
taprayer, {et me ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy 

oice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
ver mel)! In theſe expreſſions we obſerve not only 


ex. warm love to an abſent Redeemer, but diſtreſſing 
Waxiety for his return. | 


Bur the caſe is altered with all thoſe who have 
Wed in the Lord; they reſt from theſe difficulties, 
Ind all thoſe evils that attend the preſent ſtate. 
And we are led to obſerve, as an eſſential part of 


ere heir bleſſedneſs, that they are in the actual enjoy- 
ge · nent of all good. And their works follow them, 
ak- y this ſentence we are taught to trace them to 
ealMWome' other ſtate of being. They have bid adieu 
heyWorever to the preſent ſcene, but have not loſt their 


Wxiftence, nor yet ſunk into a ſtate of ſleep or in- 
ctivity. They have only changed place, earth 
| | for 


neſs. To them an abundant entrance has” been 
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For heaven; a vail of tears, for the preſence d 
God. They have been conducted by their guar 
dian angels to the bliſsful ſociety of heaven, ant 
are ſeated in yonder glory, among the ſpirits d 
zuſt men made perfect; among all the redeemey 
with the blood of Jeſus. There they enjoy t 
company of -Patriarchs, Prophets, Evangelitts, ard 
the noble army of Martyrs—' bere old friend 
meet together; and having taken a re'roſpective 
view of the way, in which the Lord led then 
in this wilderneſs ; the various deliverances he haf 
wrought gor r them, and that abundant mercy. dil 
played in their being made heirs of God, and joint 
heirs withChriſt; they unites with all the 1Iuſtriouf 
company of taints, to adore the Lamb. No.] 1 ; 
are without {in and ſorrow ; they no "more com 
plain, 7 ſought bim. but I found bim nat, for they ard 
in the immediate preſenct of the Lord ſeſus, whi 
is to them a real bject of fight. They behold hig 
glory, and are, ſatisficd with appearing in his like 


miniſtred into the kingdom of our Lord Jelug 
Chriſt, and their works have followed them. It 
an old, but a juſt rema: k, that their works did not 
£0 before, to give them a titie to the kingdom d 
heaven, or to plead their admiſſion into it: No; 
this unſpeakable favour they rece ve purely oma 
count of the merits of Chri't, through whom they 
obtain remiſſion of 7 ins, and tuir:tance among the 
that are ſantified. * They were accepted in tix 
Beloved, in whom all the elect of God are gem- 
pleat. And upon their arrival in that world d 


wry, 
* Acts 26. 18, 5 6 
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ory, they had nothing to plead as a reafon of 
ceptance, but the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus. 
Their works followed them when admitted,“ 
zys one. * As the robe which on a King's corona- 
tion-day, flows from his ſhoulders, cannot but 
accompany him, whereſoever he goes. It may 
be pertinent, on the mention of this iHuſtration, 
juſt to hint; That as it is not the robe of ſtate 
that makes the King, ſo neither is it the 
practice of holineſs, that makes the chriſtian. 
An union with Chriſt, an intereſt in his merits, 
and the indwelling preſence of his Spirit; theſe, 
zad nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the true 
chriſtian. Yet, as the royal robe is an attendant 
on Majeſty, and diſtinguiſhes the Monarch; fe 
practical godlineſs is inſeparable from faith, and 
Sdorne the believer.” ; 


Bor after all that can be ſaid of their happineſfs,' 
will readily be acknowledged, that we fall far 
ort of an adequate deſcription, We can better 
W-(cribe their miſeries in this life, than their felt- 
ties in heaven, Verily we ſee through a glaſs, 
arkly ; but then face to face—We know but in 
Part, and we propheſy in part. But when that 
bich is perfect is come, then that which is in part 


\ ac be done away. Yet this we ate aſſured of, 
neat tbe dead are bleſſed who die in the Lord: And 
” ce are in a degree, made acquainted with the na- 
oy 


re of that bleſſedneſs, but fully to inveſtigate it, 
impoſſible in our preſent ſtate of ſin, and igno- 
ance, Nevertheleſs in this we rejoice, that what 
je know not now, we ſhall know hereafter.; | 


As 


- 


* x Cor, 13. 9, 10, 12. 
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As an IMPROVEMENT of the ſul 
ject, I would obſerve 


1. Tuar theſe inſtances of mortality, ſhoul{li& 
remind us of our own end. Their filent, bu 
perſuaſive language, is, Be ye alſo ready, for in ſuc 
an hour as ye think not, the den of Man comb 
It is appointed for all once to die: This event i 
Inevitable, but the time when it ſhall take place 
uncertain, Man's days on the earth are as a ſha 
dow, and there is none abiding. This is a trutlf 
none can deny. The Fathers where are they 
And the Prophets, do they live forever ? No 
Death viſits, without diſtinction, the palaces 0 
Kings, and the cottages of the poor; men o 
eminence, and ſuch as are leſs diſtinguiſhed 
the aged, and the youth. Where are all th 
inhabitants of the firſt ages of the world? Ala 
they have long ſince ſubmitred to the ſtroke 0 
death, What numbers have walked thc 
ſtreets, filled our public places, buſtled through 
the world, under a weight of cates ; carried 0 
great buſineſs, been lerviceable in their day; whit 
are now no more in time? How many that ha 
ſtatedly worſhipped in this place; that fat on yonde 
ſeats, all attention, while the glories of the goſpe] 
were declared; are now confined in the land d 
darkneſs ? Some that from this de ſk, have preachet 
unto you Jeſus and the reſurrection z and wei 
once warmly engaged for God's glory, and you 
ſalvation, are now returning toduſt. Death indeed 
hath ſlain his ten thouſands, What means the 
5 bell? Why 80 the mourners rec the 

reets: 


2* 
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treets ? Theſe are all loud calls to us, to oonſidet 
dur latter end. It haſtens ; before to-morrow's 
igag ſun, ſome of us may be called to the judg- 
Naent ſcat of Chriſt Which leads us to obſerve, 


2. Trar it is a neceſſary enquiry, dre we in 
he Lord ? Have we ever been called out of dark- 
ess into marvelous light ?—Ever brought to be- 
ieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? An important 
hueſtion ! Death is on his way, we ſtand expoſed 
Nerery moment to an arreſt : And ſhould we be 
Wvertaken in a ſtate of unbelief, we are gon* for- 
ver. Mankind need not heſitate a moment, a- 
dout their natural condition; they are dead in 
reſpaſſes and ſins. Having violated the divine 
aw, they are under its curſe, and dying in that 
Rate, muſt be damned. If ſuch, and ſuch only 
Src bleſſed who die in the Lord, then all thoſe 
ho go out of the world in a ſtate of impenitence, 
eing without God, and wichout Chriſt, muſt 
eriſh under the amazing load of their own guilt, 
ow awful is the conſideration ! Yet awful as it 
s, we have had a long experience, that in itſelf ic 
s utterly inſufficient to quicken dead ſinners. 
They will not believe, though one ſſiould riſe from 
he dead; being under the powerful influence oſ 
nmity againſt God; and his glorious method of 
vation. May the Holy Ghoſt accompany the 
Wolemn truth to the ſinner's conſcience, and ſlay 
hat native principle, which will be his OY 
uin, if unſubdued |! 


13. War has been delivered may FE both 
Y ſupport believers, under their manifold afflicti- 
D ons? 


—ͤ—— 
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ons, and to remove their fears of death. The 
preſent, is a checkered ſtate; theſe are their days 
of mourning. Neither have they any intimation 
from their divine Lord, that they ſhall be deliver 
ed from afflictions, until they I off the body, 
While in the world they are never ſecure. It ofteif 
happens,that when they have emerged from under 
a heavy trial, and begin to think the worſt is paſt; 
that an affliction fill more grievous takes place 
To-day applauded, to-morrow condemned; onef 
hour in afluence, the next reduced to want: On 
day in health, profperous in buſineſs, and happy 
in the bleflings of domeſtic life; the next, attack4 
ed with inveterate diſeafe, frowned upon by divine 
providence, in trade; or deſpoiled of thoſe verfi 
things, which in their nature, were calculated 1 
render the calamities of life more ſupportable. Bu 
in the midft of all theſe diſtreſſes, believers may thu 
reflect; This is not our teſt: We have our eſt 
fixed on the recompence of reward; and deſin 
that theſe light afflictions, which are but for 
moment, may work for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. Verily we knov 
that if we ſuffer, we ſhall: alſo reign with him 
And who can think hard of the ſufferings of th 
preſent time, when he looks to that glory whid 
{hall be revealed in him? They are not worthy t 
be compared with it. 


| And as theſe glorious truths tend to ſuppo 
believers under preſent afflictions, ſo to remov 
the fears of death. Why ſhould they fear, whi 
ate united to Jeſus, and whole fins are pardone 
throug 
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through the blood of ſprinkling ? The ſting of 
death is fin. If ſin be . what harm can 
death do to the chriſtian ? He may diſſolve the 
union that has long ſubſiſted, between the ſoul and 
body; but, glory be to God in the higheſt, that 
neither death, nor any other creature, ſhall ever be 
able to ſeparate the ſoul from Chriſt, They ſhall 
never periſh, ſaid be, ſpeaking of his people under 
the character of ſheep, neither ſhall any pluck them 
oat of my hands, Die they muſt ; but their very 
bodies ſhall be kept in ſafety, until the reſurtection 
of the juſt. Then Chriſt will change thoſe vile 
bodies, and faſhion them like unto his glorious 
body. There is, ſays an Apoſtle, one glory of the 
ſun, and another glory of the mecn, and anther glory 
of the ftars ; for one flar differeth from another ſtar 
in glory. So alſo is the reſurrection of the dead. It 
is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption : It 
is ſown in diſbonc ur, it is raiſed in glory: It is ſown 
in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power : Ii is ſown a na- 
tural body, it is raiſed à ſpiritual body. This is 
one of the very comfortable articles of the chri- 
ſtian faith; and greatly conducive to reconcile the 
mind to death. Why ſhould the believer be afraid 
c commit his ſickly, infirm, and perhaps, emaci- 
ated body to the tomb, when he can do it in ſurg 
and certain hope, of a glorious reſurrection ? 


Ap s to his immortal ſpirit, it does, as already 
obſerved, inſtanily paſs to glory. The partition 
between earth and heaven is thin; avſcart from ihe 

D 2 . body 


F 1 Cor, 15. 41i—43. 


« 
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Jody, ad preſent with the L ord. Thus writes'a 
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inſpired Apoltle, Whereas, we* too common) 
ſpeak as though the ſpirit upon its ſeparation fro! 
the bogy, travels through immeaſurable tracts 9 
page, before it arrives "at the celeſtial manſion; 
But did we ſtrictly attend to the holy ſcripture 
methitiks we ſhould teadily conclude, that the ſoy] 
upon the diſſolution of the body, finds itſelf at ond 
ſurrounded” by myriads of perfect ſpirits, and it 
the tranſporting view of the aſcended Saviout 
Why then ſhould the chriſtian fear to die ? Rather, 
why is he not with the Apoſtle deſirous to depari 
that he might be with Chriſt ? Auſtin wiſhed u 
die, that he might ſee that bleſſed head that wa 
once crowned with thorns. If believers are nc 
allowed to wiſh for death, yet they may, and it i 
sight they ſhould, wait with pleaſing expectation 
fot their great change, as it will diſmiſs them fron 
the feſh, and its numerous incumbrances ; an 
introduce them into the preſence of God, when 
18 fulngſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore | 
There they ſhall behold that compaſtionate Jeſu: 
Who once agonized in the garden, until his ſwez 
wes as it were great drops of blood. Who wi 
betrayed by Toa. arraigned at the bar of Bilate 
and though declared to be innocent, went fort 
bearing his crots ; and died the juſt for the vi 
zuſt A nd they, Call forever ng the new ſong 
laying, Unis bm that loved us, and waſhed us fri 
ou fins in bis own blood, and bath made us Kin 
ard Preis unta God and his Father ;, to Him h 
455 aua dominion | for ever and ever. Amen. 


N 
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4. In fine, What has been ſaid, is calculated 
o give ſupport and comfort, under the death 
pf pious relations. Have we reaſon to think 
hat they died in the Lord? The Holy Ghoſt 
ath pronounced them bleſſed. Permit me to ſay, 
hat this is the caſe in the preſent afflictive viſitati- 
dn. Has the Lord removed one ſo nearly re- 
ated, and ſo high in affection, to the world of 
pirits ? Bleſſed be his name, that the ſurvivors 
ave every ſatisfying evidence, that ſhe died in 
he Lord, Therefore they do not ſorrow as thoſe 
ho have no hope. | 4 


Hap I not been fo nearly concerned, here I 
ight have been permitted to ſay ſomething of 
er character. But ſhould it be attempted, ** 
ight judge it an impropriety ; and perhaps in 
he warmth of- filial affection, too much might be 
aid, Yet how would it look to be filent ? Tell 
Ne, what forbids a child to ſpeak well of a vene- 
able parent, when it may be done with the ſtrict- 
ſt regard to truth? Bear with me, I had rather 
e cenſured, than ſlight the memory of one of the 
Welt of Mothers. After all, it 1s an agreable cir- 
umſtance, that I can do it in the words of the 
Worthy * miniſter of the church, of which ſhe 
ved, and died a member ; as delivered by him 
n the ſolemn occafion. ** Much might be ſaid 
in her favour with the greateſt juſtice : Many 
MW things in her, worthy of praiſe and imitation 
came under my own notice, I had the * 
| cc 0 


Reverend Or1iver HART, of Charles-Town, South- 


A FunralSER MO N. 


ff an intimate acquaintance with her for mo 
| than twenty years; during which time her ce 
| * verſation was ſuch, as became the goſpel ; 
| „ Chriſt: And prior to the commencement 
| our acquaintance, ſhe had ſeveral years bet 
t warm, zealgus, and exemplary profeſh 
; of religion. So that although ſhe often 
| * mented her having lived too many years | 
; © vanity, ſhe was converted to God in the ve 
ö * prime of life; and which ſhe ſpent to goy 
* purpoſes. She had naturally a great flow ( 
3 * ſpirits, and much vivacity of temper : Whit 
| * being by grace properly regulated, and ke 
* « under due reſtraint, made her appear with 
* brighter luſtre in the chriſtian life. Her 
* haviour was lively, but not light; chearful, bi 
“ not vain.— She maintained a clole communi 
* with God; was often engaged in her clo 
and conſtant in her attendance on the word ar 
* ordinances of the goſpel. Out of the abu 
dance of her heart, her mouth frequently ſpai 
of divine things; and which ſhe did in a 
* ſuitable to the caſes of thoſe with whom 
„ converſed.— The poor and diſtreſſed by vario 
* methods, ſhe would help and relieve : And en 
* manifeſted a ſingular regard far the miniſte 
* of the goſpel.- In ſocial and domeſtic li 
“ ſhe was an affectionate wife,.a tender parent, 
* kind miſtreſs, and a ſincere friend: An Tae 
indeed, in whom was no guile, Her laſt and a 
«.ijllneſs, was both tedious and painful; which! 
* fupported with much patience, and reſigna:ion 
until nature being entiely-exhauſted, ſunk und 


C | 
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the weiglit : And ſhe ſweetly ſlept in Jeſus.“ — 
And give me leave to ſubjoin, that ſhe always ad- 
nired the aſtoniſhing riches of grace; and that 

dye of God that paſſeth knowledge. And did 
variably, from her real acquaintance with the 
oſpel, ſubſcribe the language of St. Paul to the 
Philippians ; Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things 
ut loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Feſus my Lord: And do count them but dung that I 
ay win Chriſt, and be found in Him, not having 
vine own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but that 
hich is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
hich is of God by faith, * 


In ſuch caſe, my Brethren, how great muſt the 
ſs of ſurviving relatives be ? But infinitely grea- 
er the gain of them, who have thus walked with 
Pod, and died in faith. May all of us be follow- 
rs of them, who through faith and patience in- 
erit the promiſes, Even ſo Lord Jeſus | 


* Philip, 3» 8, 9. 
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